
A Minute for Worship 
--a few thoughts from Pastor Brad 

Judson Cornwall said, ñWhenever the method of worship 

becomes more important than the person of worship, we have 

already prostituted our worship.  There are entire congregations 

who worship praise and praise worship, but who have not yet 

learned to worship God in Jesus Christ.ò  I believe this serves as a 

valuable caution to believersðwe must never define worship for 

ourselves; we must instead follow the instruction of scripture.  As 

we gather to worship the Lord with our brothers and sisters 

corporately, we can not neglect our own individual responsibility.  

Check your understanding and your heart against several 

misconceptions. 

Corporate worship can be my private worship.  Itôs easy to fall into 

the trap of neglecting our personal times of worship throughout the 

week and then come to a weekend service expecting to ñcatch upò 

on our God time. Corporate worship was never intended to 

substitute for private times with the Lord.   

Continued on page 2... 
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When we donôt spend time in private worship, we have no 

sacrifice to bring to a weekend service.  Itôs difficult to add 

much or even understand the worship going on around us.  

Private worship times allow God to mold and instruct us.  

They allow His Spirit to speak into our lives.  It is this 

abundance in our private worship that becomes the overflow 

into our corporate worship.   
 

Worship should be about what I like.  Some might 

think of this as the weekend worship buffet.  Worshipers can 

sit back, survey the options, and then choose the things they 

want to try.  Some can even act as criticsðsurveying food and 

service for others.  Buffet-style worshipers are going to see 

just the menu items of the meal that havenôt been prepared for 

them.  James 4:8 tells us, ñCome near to God and He will 

come near to you.ò  Our worship is offered to the Lord and for 

His delightðnot for us or our benefit.  God does bless us and 

share with us as we worship, but how can we come to the 

table set for Him and demand to be served?  Weôve got to 

remind ourselves, itôs not about me.   

 Worship is about my needs.  There are times when we 

can come to weekend services so focused on our own needs 

and circumstances that we simply can not engage in 

worshipðwe canôt seem to connect to God.  Remember, 

others canôt do your worshiping for you.  Itôs true, our 

personal situations can be very difficult, but they donôt need 

to incapacitate us to our sacrifice of worship.  If we are 

breathing, and especially if our sins have been covered by the 

grace of Jesus Christ, we have the means and motivation to 

bring our worship to the King in spite of what it might cost us.   

 Corporate times of worship should be like family 

reunions for us.  We are Godôs grateful childrenðexcited 

about coming together to thank our Father for all He does.  

Come to the table of worship, prepared for the Lord.  It is an 

overflowing table from which we can each find nourishment 

and strength.   

A Minute for Worship 
             Continued é 

Wow 
The  above word denotes something very 
special. Itôs used when we are in awe of 
something. Oct has been a WOW month 
for my family and myself because of the 
tremendous outpouring of love that we 
have received for pastor appreciation.  
     We thank you for the many gifts, food, 
cards, and kind expression that you gave 
to us.  
     It is a great privilege to be a part of the 
body of Christ at AAUBC. We look forward 
to continuing to build Godôs Kingdom 
together.  
     May His great love always reign on 
your hearts.  
   The Small Family 
 
 
 
Thank you so much for your many 
expressions of love and appreciation. The 
cards, delicious food, and gifts were all 
such an encouragement and blessing. It is 
a great privilege to minister at Atlantic 
Avenue and to serve the Lord alongside 
such special friends and family. God bless 
you and your family in heaps!       
   Raise the Praise,  
   Pastor Brad 
 
 
 
 
To our awesome church family, 
       Thank you just canôt express Judy and 
Iôs appreciation and love for you all. You 
are always so gracious, so loving, and so 
excepting of us. We really do thank you for 
the expressions of appreciation this past 
month. May God continue to bless us all 
as we work together to advance His 
Kingdom. 

THANK YOU!!! 



BETH ñKeep Good Companyò MOORE   

VS 

BILL ñWalk across the roomò HYBELS   

(Sandra Deligiannis) 

 

In last monthôs Church Chat, I reported on the Beth Moore Simulcast, the subject of which was Keeping Good 

Company.  I attempted to point out the highlights of the teaching in that simulcast by touting the importance of 

friendship with other believers.  Beth Moore, as I understood it, encouraged us to fulfill the biblical directive to 

be sure to assemble together in order to gain the strength to fulfill the role God has for us.   

  

Today, I received a phone call challenging the information in my article.  The person who called me said that 

Beth Mooreôs teaching about keeping good company seemed to conflict with the walk across the room teaching 

currently offered throughout our church. 

 

It seems that maybe two things contributed to the confusion the caller has about which is right:  Do we walk 

across the room (seek relationships with non-believers) or do we keep good company (assemble together with 

other believers)? 

 

   I think what looks like conflicting teaching comes from the timing of the Beth Moore simulcastðwhere 

keeping good company (friendships with other believers) was stressed.  It came right before a church-wide 

teaching began.  This church-wide teaching stresses the importance of seeking out and forming relationships with 

non-believers (or walking across the room). 

 

Thus, the confusion. 

 

The teachings must be taken together.  The biblical instruction to gather together with other believers is so we 

can gain the spiritual strength and knowledge to enable us to walk across the room (form relationships with non-

believers) confidently, knowing we are doing Godôs will for us. 

 

Keeping good companyðfriendship with other believersðis only one part of a normal Christian life.  We were 

not meant to bear fruit in a hot house environment; the Word says that the fields are ripe and laborers are needed 

to reap the harvest. 

 

If keeping good company meant that Christians were to keep company only with other believers (sometimes 

called ñcocooningò), I would not be in the family of God today.  My sister and brother-in-law, who were 

involved church members, also sought me out, accepted me, and showed me Christianity without pointing the 

finger at my lifestyle.  They told (and showed) me the truth of the gospel in an accepting and loving way.  They 

cared not that people might ask, ñWhy do you eat with that sinner?ò   

 

In other words, they walked across the room. 

 

=============================================================== 

Hebrews 10:24, 25; Matthew 9:37, 38;  Matthew 9: 9-15;  Mark 2:16, 17; Luke 15:2 
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Friday, November 25, at 
6:30 PM 


