All of Us Can Give The Gift of Hope in 2012

“So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors,
and teachers, to equip His people for works of service so that the body of Christ
may be built up.”

Ephesians 4: 11& 12)

In the above text Paul speaks of wonderful gifts that are given to the church to
assist in building up the body of Christ.

It is the Holy Spirit that is given the charge to lead a church. It is the
Holy Spirit who is to direct and guide the church in the way that God would have
it go. However, no community of believers can exist without human leadership,
so God gave the gift of pastors to lead the body of Christ under the guidance of
the Spirit.

Being a pastor, I can’s help but wonder how people perceive pastors.
Pastors are people who have answered the call that God placed on their life and
they bring their gifts and talents to build up God’s body of believers. They are
not special-they are called. Because they are called, they are equal. Our church
is a great example. We have four (4) pastors. As the first of these equals to
begin ministry at AAUB, I have had the privilege to watch the other three (3)
come and minister. They are all extremely gifted and have been able to apply
their different gifts and abilities as God has called them to do. It is so wonderful
to have watched them reach their maximum potential for God. My desire has
always been to have a staff that could excel me and God has provided Brad, Pat
and Dustin to grow His body and make it work. Each of them can do a better job
in their area of ministry than I could. We are four (4) equal parts joined together
by God’s calling.

Being equals, we all share a wonderful congregation . As a result, any
of us could be your pastor. For instance, the platform people who use their tal-
ents to help Pastor Brad lead worship certainly consider him as their main pastor.
He leads their ministry, and spends time making himself available for any needs
they may have. The same can be said for Dustin and his youth workers as will as
the many families who have teens in our youth ministry. Pastor Pat has many
who consider him to be their pastor as he leads many educational endeavors as
well as financial matters which he oversees. What a blessing for pastors and
laity to share!

As the first of the equals (Sr. Pastor), I have the responsibility given by
God to allow the staff (Jeneen and Kerrianne included) to reach its full potential
and together with them train and enable the laity to do the work He calls the
church to do. God does not have two sets of expectations, one for the staff and
one for the laity. EVERYONE has the task of building up the Body of Christ.

SO, what is your ministry? In the year 2012, we would like to see eve-
ryone involved in one ministry. WE have a grand purpose—TO SEE EVERY-
ONE BECOME A FULLY SURRENDERED FOLOWER OF JESUS CHRIST.
That will take a great effort from your staff and from you.

Please be in much prayer! Seek God and work with one of your staff
members, so that God will be honored and glorified through the Spirit’s leading.

God Bless
Pastor Gary






His Will is My Call-
ing . . . Undeniably
God

ltds amazing
| think back over the

past year as | enter

into a New Year and
new beginnings; how |
am reminded of my per-
sonal journey and how
it all started for me.
For me this has been a

year of Re - Birth.

It was during this
month last year that |
cried out to our Lord
God for help. Please
understand | had al-
ways been a believer
in God and knew His
Son in the sense that
he died for our sins
and | prayed to my God
and | asked for for-
giveness many times
throughout my life
but, it wasnot
January 18 2011 that
| came to that place
where | knew God was
calling me.

At that time in my
life, | did not know
or understand this as
God calling me to Him;
however; | have since
learned He is the One
that draws us to Him.
My crying out and
pleading for help was
my way of asking God
to show me the way
(and He clearly did).
All that was right in
my life was quickly
falling apart and |
was scared
So many things had
happened throughout
the year of 2010
(throughout my life)

-11

and although I had

faith and a belief in

God, He quickly
showed me that there

t 0 wd® €o much missing.

Now my journey has
been fast moving at
times and slow at
others and frustrat-
ing but, undeniably

God.

| have come to grow
in God; never knowing
the Bible other than
it being
never knowing what
forgiveness truly
felt like, never
knowing how much God
truly does love me
and more importantly
coming to a realiza-
tion that Faith can
move mountains.

If you follow me
throughout this jour-

Y., |- wjll share
vb’im? ol How God has
touched my life, how
| witnessed to a dy-

ing friend, how God
directed us to this
Church, how I heard
Him talk to me at
different times in my
life and how people
who have crossed my
life sometimes for
the first time and
sometimes again
months later gave me
a new awareness that
God was at work in my
life.

For this time | would
like to leave you

with this thought. It

has been my struggle
this year to under-

stand my calling and
what Godods
for me. In writing

Godos

this article and pre-
senting it to the Min-
istry, it is my hope
that | am following
Godds | ead.
so my hope that | am
giving Glory to Him by
sharing the experienc-
es that He and | have
shared.

In closing allow me to
share this scripture
prayer that | was in-
spired to write after
cvipletehg a study by
Beth Moore.
Lord listen to my
words. Understand my
sadness. Listen to my
cry for help, my King
and my God, because |
pray to you. Lord
every morning you hear
my voice. Every morn-
ing | tell you what |
need, and | wait for
your answer (psalm 5:1
- 3). Lord, do not
hold back your mercy
from me; let your love
and truth always pro-
tect me (psalm 40:11).
Lord | give myself to
you; my God | trust
you . . .Lord, tell me
your ways. Show me
how to live. Guide me
in your truth, and
teach me, my God, my
Savior. |trust you
all day long. Do not
remember the sins and
wrong things | did
when | was young. But
remember to love me
always because you are
good, Lord (Psalm 25:1
-2,4 -5and?7).

Chlvie Stephenson
will is
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Bert and Jan Kiskadden will be celebrating J O n U O ry H O |T|

their 50th wedding anniversary Feb. 3rd. A o~
card shower is planned by their Children. M 1SSION Te am
96 Pastor Pat

You can mail cards to their Florida Address:
1501 Commerce Av

Hai nes City, : :

They will be celebrating the occasion wit a Chris Balatine
trip to the Holy Lands with the UB church.

Montene Clark
Jeff & Jen Corbett

The Hospitality Team, would like to ] : :
thank the 55 & Alive group for the / ’ Rich Eakin
knives and table spoons in memory ’

. Jeneen Gahr
of Reita Baker and Barb Lepley. !/b/

Blane Gold

| Jeff Judson
.A;,\_fi Monthly Breakfast Cl ealyHelgr Sche

1st Sunday—Gary & Linda Riddle, Russell & Laura Lomax & Rod King

family, Paul Sharp, Dan Wagaman
g s Fred McCorkle

2nd. Sunday—Abe Moore’s Sunday School Class and youth
Y Y Y Carol Sharp
3rd Sunday—1Jason & Amber Baughman, Claire O’Brien, Young

Adults The team will be

Leaving January 7 and re-

turning on January 14th
4th Sunday—Paul & Dawn Braatz, Glenn & Linda Buchanan, 9 y

Darlene Whitman & family Clair & Loretta Please pray for their
Heckathorne & family ministry’ their health

5th Sunday—Men’s Ministry and their Safety'

Thank you all for your servants hearts!!! May God truly bless you We Wl" be
for your service. commissioning them ol
Jan. 1, 2012

Please come and supp«
yourteam.



Name

Frank & Shirley
Mar k Sharp b.1/3
Cheyenne Reavis b.1/4
Dave Bennett b.1/5
Mandy Mill er b.1/5
Kanyon Crawford b1/6
Cameron King b.1/6
Dick & Jill Del awdly
Landon Peterson bA/7
Zach Blystone b.1/8
Bob Snyder b.1/8
|l saac Joseph CIl aytl/d
Jennifer Whitley b1/9
Al i sha Cramer b.1/10
Mary Ann Huff b.1/10
Katie Schmader b.1/10
Shelly Burkett b.1/11
Pam Redmond b.1/11
Mar k Sanner b.1/11
Danielle Advent b1/12
Patti Sibble b.1/12
Mer |l e Baker b.1/13
Nate Boyer b.1/13
Devon I rwin b.1/13
Paul Sl oss b.1/13
Sandy Deligiannit1/14
Bridget Baker b.1/15
John Wright b.1/16
Kevin & Sue Bar twiéla
Megan Weaver b.1/17
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Cyndi Me ddock b.1/18
Mi ndy Rodemoyer b.1/18
Mi ke & Tammi Rodgew.4/18
Cal houn Young b.1/18
Aaron Al 1l en b.1/19
Brandon Al Il en b.1/19
Tammi Rodgers b.1/19
Ni cole Serafin b.1/20
Evan Sharp b.1/20
Veroni ca Adams b.1/21
Trey Carulli b.1/21
Mor gan Rankin b.1/21
Cierrra Barefoot b.1/22
Mary Laing b.1/22
Il nez Best b.1/23
David Lee b.1/23
Joel Little b.1/23
Lauren Pizza b.1/23
Brandon Tate b.1/23
Hunter Sanner b.1/24
M. Gene Brosius b.1/25
Tristan Todd b.1/26
Mick (Wm.) & LindawN2der sol
Rose Winkler b.1/28
Wade Geer b.1/29
Lydia Riddle b.1/29
Renee Swab b.1/29

Mackenzie Hat

Gretchen King

haway b@Udlvey

b.1/31

Andrew Swartzfager b.1/31

Nancy Tidd

b.1/31



