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ñItôs the Most Wonderful Time of the Yearò 

     The old song by Andy Williams that many of us recall from 

days gone by starts out with the lyric; òItôs the most wonderful time 

of the year.ò The time of year Andy is singing about of course is 

the Christmas season. The song recounts all of the great things that 

happen during the holidays. He sings about parties for hosting, kids 

jingle belling, hearts that are glowing, and loved ones that are near, 

all things that are meant to bring joy and happiness to everyone. 

     All of the things that Andy Williams sings about are indeed 

great and wonderful. This is the time of year that should be 

wonderful, especially for us Christians. We have received the 

greatest and most wonderful gift that anyone could imagine. We 

have received the long foretold child who is the Wonderful 

Counselor, the Mighty God, the Everlasting Father, and the Prince 

of Peace (see Isaiah 9:6-7). We have received as was told to the 

shepherds a Savior, Christ the Lord (see Luke 2:11). Hallelujah! 

     The last few months have been wonderful here at Atlantic 

Avenue Church, not that other times of the year are not wonderful. 

We have learned what it means to walk across a room and begin a 

relationship with someone that doesnôt know our Savior, and we 

have learned what it takes to have a healthy flourishing family. 

Those are two very important and wonderful lessons that everyone 

should know about. 
  

Continued on page 2... 

Church Chat 

12.6 @ 6:30pm 
Ad. Board Mtg. 

 
12.9 @ noon-6pm 
Red Cross Blood Bank 

 
12.9 @ 7pm 
Keeling Concert 

 
12.11 @ 4 pm 

Christmas Caroling 
 

12.18  
Angel Tree Presents to Church 

 
12.20 @ 7pm 

Nursery School/Preschool 
Program 

 
12.25 @ 5 & 6:15pm 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
12.26 

Church Office Closed 

Upcoming Events 

December 2011 



     What a wonderful opportunity we have as individuals and families to put into practice the lessons we 

have just learned. This would be the perfect time of year to walk across the street, the yard, or whatever 

separates us from someone we donôt have a relationship with and get one started. Perhaps you can help 

with last minute winter preparations, like raking up those last pesky leaves, or cleaning out a gutter, or 

covering an AC unit, or whatever else a neighbor needs help with.  

     You and your family could begin to model to those around you what Jesus in the midst of a family 

looks like. You could take some fresh baked cookies, or a fruitcake, over to someone and simply wish 

them a Merry Christmas. There are any number of ways we can get into the lives of those around us. We 

simply need to be willing to leave our comfort zones and walk into the zone of the unknown. 

     Wouldnôt it be wonderful if you were to be the catalyst that stirred someone to trust in Jesus Christ at 

this time of year? A life or an entire family could be transformed and their eternal destiny could be 

radically changed. And then you and your neighbor could truly say, ñItôs the most wonderful time of the 

year!ò 
 

Blessings, 

 

Pastor Pat   

ñItôs the Most Wonderful Time of the Yearò   Continued é 

     We will be giving from our hearts again this year to help the ABC Pregnancy Center provide gifts 

for the children of their clients. Please feel free to take as many Angel Tags from the tree as God 

leads you to. This year we are asking that you sign your name beside the number you take for your 

sake as well as ours. This way we have information if any angels get misplaced.  

 

      All packages MUST BE RETUNED TO THE CHURCH BY SUNDAY, DECEMBER 18TH. The 

Christmas Party is on Monday, December 19th and the gifts will be distributed at that time..  

ABC is so appreciative of the love AAUBC shows at this wonderful time of year.  

 

     If you have any questions, please feel free to call me at 432-8390. In His Loves ~ Deb Plyler 



ñSeeing Eyes and Hearing Earsò 
ÉSandra Deligiannis 

It was the morning of my nephewôs wedding, and he called to say that the 

photographer, a mother-to-be, had gone into early labor and he needed a 

photographer.  I take artsy type photos, and Jeff knew I had won my share of 

ribbons in local art shows, so I was the first person he thought of.  But, 

architecture and landscapes are my specialty.  I was terrified of taking wedding 

pictures with all the emotional baggage they carry.  But, I said I would do it.  I 

put on my professional photographerôs face and hoped that my photos would be 

good enough to give them a decent record of their wedding. 

 

During the wedding and the reception, I did my best, but friends and family kept 

stepping in with their flash cameras.  Because the light from their flashes could 

ruin my photos, I spoke up and loudly asked everyone not to take any flash 

pictures until I was finished.  They repeatedly ignored my requests to let me go 

first, and I was getting more and more nervous about the outcome.  Finally, I 

asked the bride if she would please ask her friends and family to wait until I was 

done.  And, she, too, ignored me! 

 

By then, I was more than a little upset and I just gave up. 

 

At the end of the reception, I said to my nephew, ñI donôt know how these will 

turn out.  I kept asking everyone over and over not to take any flash pictures 

until after I had taken mine, but no one paid attention.  In fact, I asked your wife 

and she ignored me!ò 

 

Imagine my embarrassment when he said that no one knew he had asked me to 

be the official photographer.  He hadnôt even told Tammy, his bride, that the 

professional photographer couldnôt be there and I was filling in, because he 

didnôt want to worry her. 

 

So, there I stood, horrified, because I had over and over, insisted (demanded, 

actually), that everyone else let me take my photos first.  Can you imagine the 

thoughts they had toward me as I wormed my way to the front at every photo op 

and then, with authority in my voice, demanded that they all wait until I was 

done before they took any pictures?   

 

I had never met any of the brideôs family, and I almost hope I never do!  Iôm 

sure Iôm very much a part of any conversation that comes up in Tammyôs family 

about her wedding:  ñRemember what a witch Jeffôs aunt was about her 

pictures!ò 

 

I tell this story on myself to remind us that judging motives and actions, even 

when we are sure we know the circumstances, can lead us to a wrong opinion. 

 

There is an old saying that applies to this embarrassing incident:  ñBelieve 

nothing you hear and only half of what you see.ò  

======================================== 

 

Prayer:   Lord, give me ñears to hear and eyes to see,ò especially when I think I 

know the circumstances.  (Proverbs 20:12 NIV, 2007 

     We are excited as Mr. Steve 

Craver begins his ministry with 

the Oil Region River Celebrate 

Recovery Program in 2012.  

     Steve has a tremendous 

testimony for Jesus   Christ. 

With this testimony, his life 

experience, and the valuable 

education he is receiving, Steve 

will touch many lives for 

Godôs honor and glory.  

     This program is a Christ-

centered recovery ministry for 

anyone who struggles with 

lifeôs hurts and challenges. It 

will help individuals achieve 

characteristics that are based on 

the eight principles of the 

Beatitudes. It will allow people 

to experience what God desires 

for themðHis Love, His 

Healing Power, and Abundant 

Life.  

     Please continue to pray for 

Steve and his group as they 

boldly take on this ministry.  

Way To Go Steve 



Hot cocoa PARTY 

Kick Off Party Introducing the 2012 Women of Faith Event 
 
Please Come and Have a Cup of Hot Cocoa and Learn about the Event  
 
Monday�³ January 16, 2012 @ 6:30 pm in the Family Center 
Conference Room 
 
Women In Ministry has already begun the beginning stages of 
planning for the September 28 & 29, 2012 Women of Faith Event in 
Pittsburgh.  
 
Yes, we did say September 28 & 29 of 2012!! 
 
That may seem a long time away from now, but really , planning for 
the event a year ahead is what makes the event come together.  
 
Sign up Sheet for the Hot Cocoa Party can be found at the Guest 
Services Desk in the lobby.  

SPECIAL EDITION ñMERRY CHRISTMASò  CHURCH CHAT 

���Š�”�‹�•�–�•�ƒ�•��
���ƒ�”�‘�Ž�‹�•�‰ 

 
���—�•�†�ƒ�›�á�����‡�…�‡�•�„�‡�”���]�]�á���^�\�]�] 

���‡�‡�–���‹�•���–�Š�‡���…�Š�—�”�…�Š��
�’�ƒ�”�•�‹�•�‰���Ž�‘�–���?���`�’�•�ä 

���Š�‹�•���›�‡�ƒ�”���‹�–���‹�•���‘�’�‡�•�‡�†���—�’���–�‘����
�ƒ�•�›�‘�•�‡���‹�•���–�Š�‡���…�Š�—�”�…�Š���™�Š�‘��

�™�‘�—�Ž�†���Ž�‹�•�‡���–�‘���‰�‘�ä�� 
���‡���™�‹�Ž�Ž���–�”�ƒ�˜�‡�Ž���ƒ�”�‘�—�•�†��

�	�”�ƒ�•�•�Ž�‹�•���„�›���„�—�•���ƒ�•�†���…�ƒ�”�‘�Ž��
�ƒ�–���–�Š�‡���Š�‘�•�‡�•���‘�ˆ���•�‘�•�‡���‘�ˆ��

�‘�—�”���…�Š�—�”�…�Š���ˆ�ƒ�•�‹�Ž�›���•�‡�•�‹�‘�”�•�ä�� 

WOMEN IN MINISTRY 

Would you like to wish a ñMerry Christmasò to your church family without the cost 

of cards or stamps??  Well we would like to offer you that opportunity.  We will be 

publishing a special Church Chat with those greetings that will be distributed  on De-

cember 18th.  Please fill out a greeting that will be in next weekôs bulletin (Dec. 4th) 

and place it in the basket at the Guest Relations Desk or e-mail it to Sharyn Stephen-

son at  dysart.sharyn@comcast.net  by Sunday, December 11th.  


